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By Joe Abercrombie

Best Served Cold is a gripping tale of revenge set in the gritty and
unforgiving world of The First Law. With its complex characters, intricate
plot, and stunning prose, this novel will keep you on the edge of your seat
from beginning to end.

The story follows Monza Murcatto, a ruthless mercenary captain who is
betrayed by her own men and left for dead. Driven by a thirst for
vengeance, Monza sets out to hunt down her betrayers and make them
pay for their crimes. Along the way, she teams up with a ragtag group of
allies, including a skilled swordsman, a cunning thief, and a mysterious
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mage. Together, they must navigate the treacherous world of The First Law,
where nothing is as it seems and no one can be trusted.

Best Served Cold is a masterfully crafted novel that will appeal to fans of
fantasy, crime fiction, and thrillers. Abercrombie's writing is sharp and witty,
and his characters are complex and believable. The plot is full of twists and
turns, and the ending is both satisfying and surprising.

Characters

Best Served Cold features a cast of complex and well-developed
characters. The protagonist, Monza Murcatto, is a ruthless and ambitious
mercenary captain who is driven by a thirst for vengeance. She is a skilled
warrior and a cunning strategist, but she is also capable of great cruelty. As
the story progresses, Monza must confront her own demons and decide
what is truly important to her.

Monza's allies are just as complex as she is. There is Shivers, a skilled
swordsman who is haunted by his past; Friendly, a cunning thief who is
always looking for an advantage; and Caul Shivers, a mysterious mage
who is more than he seems. Together, these characters form a formidable
team, but they must overcome their own differences and learn to trust each
other if they want to succeed.

The villains of Best Served Cold are just as well-developed as the heroes.
Cosca, the man who betrayed Monza, is a ruthless and ambitious general
who is willing to do whatever it takes to achieve his goals. Shenkt, the
leader of the mercenary company that betrayed Monza, is a cunning and
sadistic man who takes pleasure in tormenting his victims. These



characters are truly evil, and they pose a serious threat to Monza and her
allies.

Plot

The plot of Best Served Cold is full of twists and turns. The story begins
with Monza's betrayal and her quest for revenge. As she travels across the
world of The First Law, she encounters a variety of challenges and
obstacles. She must fight her way through hordes of enemies, outwit
cunning traps, and overcome her own inner demons. Along the way, she
learns more about herself and the world around her. The plot is well-paced
and engaging, and it keeps the reader guessing until the very end.

Setting

Best Served Cold is set in the world of The First Law, a gritty and
unforgiving place where violence and cruelty are commonplace. The world
is ruled by a ruthless aristocracy, and the common people live in poverty
and fear. The landscape is barren and desolate, and the climate is harsh.
This is a world where survival is the only thing that matters, and where
revenge is a dish best served cold.

Themes

Best Served Cold explores a variety of themes, including revenge, loyalty,
and redemption. Monza's quest for revenge is the driving force of the story,
and it leads her down a dark and dangerous path. As she travels across the
world of The First Law, she encounters a variety of people who have been
wronged, and she begins to question whether revenge is really the answer.
The novel also explores the theme of loyalty, as Monza must learn to trust
her allies if she wants to succeed. Finally, the novel explores the theme of



redemption, as Monza must confront her own demons and decide what
kind of person she wants to be.

Best Served Cold is a masterfully crafted novel that will appeal to fans of
fantasy, crime fiction, and thrillers. Abercrombie's writing is sharp and witty,
and his characters are complex and believable. The plot is full of twists and
turns, and the ending is both satisfying and surprising. This is a novel that
will stay with you long after you finish reading it.
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