
How Singapore and MIT Created a New
University

Education Crossing Borders: How Singapore and MIT
Created a New University by Dara R. Fisher

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1078 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 266 pages

In 2009, Singapore and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
embarked on a bold and ambitious collaboration to establish a new
university in Singapore. This unique partnership, known as the Singapore-
MIT Alliance for Research and Technology (SMART),aimed to create an
institution that would combine the best of both worlds: the academic
excellence and research prowess of MIT with Singapore's innovation-driven
economy.

The result of this collaboration is the Singapore University of Technology
and Design (SUTD),a groundbreaking institution that has quickly gained
recognition as one of the top universities in Asia. SUTD offers a unique
educational model that emphasizes hands-on learning, interdisciplinary
collaboration, and a strong focus on research. Students at SUTD benefit
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from access to world-renowned faculty from both MIT and SUTD, as well
as state-of-the-art facilities and resources.

The Vision Behind SUTD

The creation of SUTD was driven by a shared vision of Singapore and MIT
to create a university that would be a catalyst for innovation and economic
growth in Singapore. Singapore, with its strong emphasis on education and
research, recognized the need for a university that could produce
graduates with the skills and knowledge required to excel in the 21st-
century economy. MIT, with its long history of academic excellence and
research innovation, was seen as the ideal partner to help Singapore
achieve this goal.

The vision for SUTD was to create a university that would be:

World-class in terms of academic quality and research

Focused on interdisciplinary education and collaboration

Strongly connected to industry and the global innovation ecosystem

A hub for entrepreneurship and innovation

The Singapore-MIT Alliance for Research and Technology (SMART)

The Singapore-MIT Alliance for Research and Technology (SMART) is the
unique partnership that underpins the collaboration between Singapore and
MIT. SMART was established in 2007 with the goal of fostering
collaboration between the two institutions in research, education, and
innovation. SMART provides the framework for the development and
operation of SUTD, as well as other joint initiatives between Singapore and
MIT.



The SMART partnership is based on a number of key principles, including:

Shared governance: Singapore and MIT share responsibility for the
governance and management of SUTD.

Academic autonomy: SUTD has academic autonomy, which allows it
to set its own curriculum, develop its own research programs, and
award its own degrees.

Faculty exchange: Faculty from MIT and SUTD are able to exchange
between the two institutions, ensuring a cross-fertilization of ideas and
expertise.

Joint research projects: MIT and SUTD faculty collaborate on a wide
range of joint research projects, which provide students with
opportunities to participate in cutting-edge research.

The SUTD Educational Model

SUTD offers a unique educational model that is designed to produce
graduates who are:

Highly skilled in technical disciplines

Able to think critically and creatively

Effective communicators and collaborators

Entrepreneurial and innovative

The SUTD curriculum is interdisciplinary and emphasizes hands-on
learning. Students are required to take courses in a variety of disciplines,
including engineering, design, business, and the humanities. They also



have the opportunity to participate in research projects and internships with
industry partners.

SUTD's faculty are drawn from both MIT and Singapore's top universities.
They are world-renowned experts in their fields and are committed to
providing students with a transformative educational experience.

SUTD's Research Focus

SUTD is a research-intensive university with a strong focus on
interdisciplinary research. The university's research priorities include:

Energy and sustainability

Health and biomedical engineering

Information and communications technology

Design and innovation

SUTD faculty are engaged in a wide range of research projects, from
developing new energy technologies to creating new medical devices. The
university's research is supported by state-of-the-art facilities and
resources, including the SUTD-MIT International Design Centre and the
SUTD-MIT Joint Research Institute.

SUTD's Impact on Singapore

Since its establishment in 2009, SUTD has had a significant impact on
Singapore. The university has produced a number of graduates who are
now working in leading positions in industry, government, and academia.
SUTD's research has also contributed to the development of new



technologies and products that have benefited Singapore's economy and
society.

In addition to its direct impact on Singapore, SUTD has also played a role
in raising the profile of Singapore as a hub for education and innovation.
The university has attracted top students and faculty from around the world,
and it has helped to create a vibrant innovation ecosystem in Singapore.

The Singapore University of Technology and Design is a testament to the
power of collaboration. Through the unique partnership between Singapore
and MIT, SUTD has created a world-class university that is focused on
innovation and economic growth. SUTD's graduates are making a
significant contribution to Singapore's economy and society, and the
university's research is helping to shape the future of technology and
design.

The success of SUTD is a model for other countries that are looking to
create world-class universities. By partnering with leading institutions
around the world, countries can create universities that are tailored to their
specific needs and that can help to drive economic growth and innovation.
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