Korean Winter Combined Operations 12: A
Comprehensive Examination of the Exercise
and Its Significance

Korean Winter Combined Operations 12 (KWCO 12) was a joint military
exercise conducted by the Republic of Korea (ROK) and the United States
(US) from December 1 to 13, 2022, in the vicinity of the Korean Peninsula.
The exercise was designed to enhance interoperability and readiness
between the two countries' military forces and demonstrate their
unwavering commitment to maintaining peace and stability in the region.
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Objectives

KWCO 12 had several key objectives, including:

= Improving interoperability between the ROK and US military forces,
particularly in the areas of command and control, communication, and
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joint operations.

= Demonstrating the ROK and US commitment to deterring and
responding to potential threats in the region.

= Validating and refining joint operational concepts and tactics for winter
warfare.
Execution

KWCO 12 involved approximately 23,000 ROK and US military personnel
from various units, including ground, air, and naval forces. The exercise
included live-fire drills, field training exercises, and computer-simulated
scenarios.

Specific activities during KWCO 12 included:
=  Amphibious landing exercises on the east coast of the Korean
Peninsula.
= Air defense drills involving fighter jets and anti-aircraft systems.

= Counterterrorism operations in urban environments.

= Live-fire drills involving artillery, tanks, and infantry.

Assessment

KWCO 12 was deemed a success by both the ROK and US military. The
exercise demonstrated the high level of interoperability between the two
countries' military forces and their ability to effectively coordinate and
execute joint operations.



The exercise also served as a valuable opportunity to test and refine joint
operational concepts and tactics for winter warfare. The lessons learned
from KWCO 12 will contribute to the development of more effective
strategies for deterring and responding to potential threats in the region.

Implications

KWCO 12 has significant implications for military strategy and international
relations in the Korean Peninsula and beyond:

= Enhancing Deterrence: The successful execution of KWCO 12 sends
a clear message to potential adversaries that the ROK and US are fully
prepared to deter and respond to any threats to peace and stability in
the region.

= Strengthening Interoperability: The exercise further strengthened
the interoperability between the ROK and US military forces,
demonstrating their ability to seamlessly collaborate and execute joint
operations.

= Promoting Regional Stability: KWCO 12 contributes to the
maintenance of peace and stability in the Korean Peninsula and the
broader East Asia region by showcasing the ROK and US commitment
to deterrence and security cooperation.

Korean Winter Combined Operations 12 was a major military exercise that
successfully achieved its objectives of enhancing interoperability,
demonstrating deterrence, and validating joint operational concepts for
winter warfare. The exercise serves as a testament to the strong military
alliance between the ROK and US and their shared commitment to
maintaining peace and stability in the Korean Peninsula and beyond.
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