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Leicester Gataker was an enigmatic figure in the annals of water dowsing.
Born in Weston-Super-Mare, England, in 1834, he exhibited an uncanny
ability to locate underground water sources using a hazelwood divining rod.
Gataker's methods and contributions to the field of water dowsing continue
to fascinate and inspire researchers and practitioners alike.

Early Life and Discoveries
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Growing up in the quaint seaside town of Weston-Super-Mare, Leicester
Gataker immersed himself in the local folklore and traditions. It was during
this time that he encountered the ancient practice of water dowsing, which
had been passed down through generations. Intrigued, Gataker began
experimenting with various methods of water divination.

After years of practice and refinement, Gataker stumbled upon a
breakthrough: he realized that he could use a hazelwood divining rod to
accurately locate underground water sources. The divining rod, a simple
forked branch, would supposedly react in his hands when he passed over
water, dipping or turning in a specific direction.

The Weston-Super-Mare Water Finder

Word of Gataker's extraordinary abilities quickly spread throughout
Weston-Super-Mare and beyond. Soon, he was sought after by
landowners, farmers, and townsfolk alike, eager to tap into hidden water
resources. Gataker's reputation as a reliable water finder grew, and his
services were in high demand.

Gataker's methods were unconventional, to say the least. He would often
walk over a field or plot of land, holding the divining rod in his hands. When
the rod reacted, he would mark the spot and dig a well or borehole.
Remarkably, his predictions were often accurate, even in areas where
water was scarce.

Debates and Skepticism

Despite his successes, Gataker's methods were met with skepticism and
derision from some quarters. Critics argued that water dowsing was nothing
more than superstition or trickery. Gataker remained unyielding in his belief,



however, and continued to demonstrate his abilities to anyone who doubted
him.

One notable incident occurred in 1877, when Gataker was challenged to
find water on a property in the neighboring town of Clevedon. After
surveying the land, Gataker confidently marked a spot for digging. The
skeptical landowner reluctantly agreed, and to his astonishment, a well was
dug and a plentiful supply of water was discovered.

Contributions to Water Dowsing

Leicester Gataker's legacy extends far beyond his local success as a water
finder. His contributions to the field of water dowsing are still studied and
debated today. Gataker provided detailed accounts of his methods and
experiences, which helped to standardize and legitimize the practice.

Gataker also played a key role in the formation of the British Society of
Dowsers in 1933. This organization aimed to promote the scientific study
and development of water dowsing techniques. Gataker served as the
society's first president, further solidifying his status as a leading figure in
the field.

Later Years and Legacy

As Leicester Gataker aged, he continued to practice water dowsing until his
passing in 1914. His extraordinary abilities and unwavering belief in the
power of water dowsing left an enduring mark on Weston-Super-Mare and
the world of water divination.

Today, the legacy of Leicester Gataker lives on. His methods continue to be
studied by practitioners and researchers who seek to unravel the mysteries



of water dowsing. The Hazelwood Divining Society, named in his honor,
holds regular meetings and events to promote the understanding and
practice of water divination.

Leicester Gataker was a remarkable man who dedicated his life to the
pursuit of water dowsing. His uncanny ability to locate underground water
sources using a hazelwood divining rod brought relief to countless
communities and farms. Despite skepticism and criticism, Gataker
remained steadfast in his belief and made significant contributions to the
field.

The enduring legacy of Leicester Gataker serves as a reminder that the
power of human intuition and connection to the natural world should never
be underestimated. His story continues to inspire and intrigue those who
seek to unlock the secrets of our environment and tap into hidden

resources.
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