
Nachspiel in Major MWV 12 for Solo Organ: An
In-Depth Exploration
The Nachspiel in Major MWV 12 for Solo Organ by Felix Mendelssohn is a
captivating and intricate piece that showcases the composer's mastery of
organ music. Composed in 1845 during the Romantic Era, this work has
become a beloved staple in the organ repertoire, renowned for its rich
harmonies, expressive melodies, and complex structure.
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In this article, we will embark on an in-depth exploration of the Nachspiel in
Major MWV 12. We will delve into its historical context, analyze its musical
structure, and uncover the intricate techniques that Mendelssohn employed
to create this remarkable composition.

Historical Context

Felix Mendelssohn was one of the most prominent composers of the
Romantic Era, known for his lyrical melodies, vivid harmonies, and
innovative use of form. His Nachspiel in Major MWV 12 was composed
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during a time when the organ was undergoing a significant revival in
popularity. Composers such as Mendelssohn were experimenting with new
ways to exploit the organ's unique capabilities, pushing the boundaries of
the instrument's musical expression.

The Nachspiel was originally intended to be the concluding movement of
Mendelssohn's larger work for organ, the Sonata in D Minor MWV 11.
However, the Nachspiel was later published as a separate piece, quickly
gaining recognition as a standalone masterpiece.

Musical Structure

The Nachspiel in Major MWV 12 is a ternary form (ABA) composition,
featuring a contrasting middle section (B) that provides a striking contrast to
the initial and final sections (A).

A Section

The A section opens with a majestic and expansive melody played on the
full organ. The melody is based on a simple ascending scale, but
Mendelssohn's use of chromaticism and suspensions creates a sense of
harmonic richness and sophistication.

The A section develops thematically through a series of variations on the
opening melody. Mendelssohn introduces new rhythmic patterns,
embellishments, and countermelodies, creating a sense of forward motion
and continuous interest.

B Section

The B section provides a striking contrast to the A section, featuring a more
subdued and reflective character. The melody is played on a softer



registration, and the harmony is more sparse and ethereal.

The B section also introduces a new melodic motif, which provides a
contrasting element to the opening melody. This motif is developed through
imitation and variation, creating a sense of dialogue between the different
voices of the organ.

A Section (reprise)

The final A section is a reprise of the opening material, but with some
significant modifications. Mendelssohn introduces new harmonic twists and
turns, creating a sense of increased intensity and drama.

The Nachspiel concludes with a grand and triumphant coda, which brings
the piece to a satisfying close.

Harmonic Development

Mendelssohn's use of harmony in the Nachspiel in Major MWV 12 is
nothing short of masterful. The composer employs a wide range of
harmonic techniques to create a sense of richness, sophistication, and
emotional depth.

One of the most striking aspects of the Nachspiel's harmony is its use of
chromaticism. Mendelssohn frequently introduces chromatic notes into the
harmony, creating a sense of tension and instability. However, he always
resolves these chromatic notes in a satisfying way, creating a sense of
balance and order.

Mendelssohn also makes extensive use of suspensions in the Nachspiel.
Suspensions are dissonant chords that are delayed in their resolution. This



technique creates a sense of tension and anticipation, which is essential to
the Nachspiel's emotional impact.

Thematic Development

Thematic development is another important aspect of the Nachspiel in
Major MWV 12. Mendelssohn uses a variety of techniques to develop his
themes throughout the piece, creating a sense of unity and coherence.

One of the most common techniques that Mendelssohn uses is variation.
He takes a simple melody and transforms it through a series of variations,
introducing new rhythmic patterns, embellishments, and countermelodies.
This technique helps to create a sense of forward motion and continuous
interest.

Mendelssohn also uses imitation to develop his themes. Imitation occurs
when a melody is repeated at different pitches or in different voices. This
technique creates a sense of dialogue between the different voices of the
organ, adding to the richness and complexity of the musical texture.

Performance Considerations

The Nachspiel in Major MWV 12 is a challenging piece to perform,
requiring a high level of technical skill and musical sensitivity. The organist
must be able to navigate the complex harmonic progressions, handle the
rapid passagework, and bring out the expressive melodies.

The organist must also make careful decisions regarding registration. The
Nachspiel is scored for a two-manual organ, and the organist must choose
which stops to use to create the desired effect. The choice of registration
can significantly impact the piece's overall mood and character.



Finally, the organist must pay close attention to the piece's dynamic
markings. Mendelssohn uses a wide range of dynamics in the Nachspiel,
from soft and ethereal passages to loud and triumphant sections. The
organist must be able to control the organ's volume effectively to bring out
the full range of the piece's emotional expression.

The Nachspiel in Major MWV 12 for Solo Organ by Felix Mendelssohn is a
masterpiece of organ music. Its rich harmonies, expressive melodies, and
intricate structure make it a challenging but rewarding piece to perform and
listen to.

The Nachspiel is a testament to Mendelssohn's genius as a composer. His
ability to combine technical mastery with emotional depth has created a
piece that continues to inspire and move audiences today.

If you have the opportunity to hear the Nachspiel in Major MWV 12
performed live, be sure to take it. It is a truly unforgettable experience.

Additional Resources

YouTube: Felix Mendelssohn - Nachspiel in Major MWV 12

IMSLP: Nachspiel in C major, MWV 12 (Mendelssohn, Felix)
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My Surly Heart: Poetic Expressions of
Unrequited Love from Southern Messenger
Poets
In the annals of American literature, the Southern Messenger holds a
prominent place as a crucible where some of the most talented poets of
the 19th...

Bleach Vol. 50: The Six Fullbringers - A
Comprehensive Review
Bleach Vol. 50, titled "The Six Fullbringers," is the 50th installment in the
acclaimed Bleach manga series by Tite Kubo. Released in 2010, this
volume marks a significant...
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