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Sir John Hawkwood was an English soldier who became one of the most
famous and successful mercenary leaders of the 14th century. He fought in
numerous wars in Italy, France, and Hungary, and his military prowess and
leadership skills were legendary. Hawkwood was known for his
ruthlessness and brutality, but he was also a brilliant tactician and
strategist.

Hawkwood's career began in the Hundred Years' War, where he fought on
the side of the English. He distinguished himself at the battles of Poitiers
and Crecy, and he was knighted by King Edward III for his bravery. After the
war, Hawkwood turned to mercenary work, and he quickly became one of
the most sought-after condottieri in Europe.
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In Italy, Hawkwood fought for both the Guelphs and the Ghibellines, and he
played a major role in the Italian Wars. He led the White Company, a
mercenary army that was feared throughout Italy. Hawkwood's military
skills were so great that he was able to defeat armies that were much
larger than his own.

Hawkwood's reputation as a military leader spread throughout Europe, and
he was eventually hired by the King of Hungary to fight against the Turks.
Hawkwood led the Hungarian army to several victories, and he helped to
secure the kingdom from invasion.

Hawkwood died in 1394, at the age of 60. He was buried in Florence, Italy,
where he is still remembered as one of the greatest military leaders of the
Middle Ages.

Early Life and Career

John Hawkwood was born in Hedingham, Essex, England, around 1320.
His father was a tanner, and his mother was the daughter of a local knight.
Hawkwood received a basic education, and he learned to read and write.
He also became proficient in the use of weapons and armor.

In 1346, Hawkwood joined the English army that was fighting in the
Hundred Years' War. He fought at the battles of Poitiers and Crecy, and he
distinguished himself for his bravery. Hawkwood was knighted by King
Edward III for his service.

After the Hundred Years' War, Hawkwood turned to mercenary work. He
joined the White Company, a mercenary army that was led by Sir John



Chandos. The White Company fought in Italy, France, and Hungary, and it
quickly became one of the most feared mercenary armies in Europe.

Military Career

Hawkwood was a brilliant military tactician and strategist. He was also a
ruthless and brutal leader. He was known for his use of terror and
intimidation to achieve his goals.

Hawkwood's most famous victory was the Battle of Castagnaro, which was
fought in 1387. Hawkwood led the White Company to victory over a much
larger Venetian army. The battle was a turning point in the Italian Wars, and
it helped to secure the independence of Florence.

Hawkwood also fought in the Battle of Nicopoli, which was fought in 1396.
Hawkwood led the Hungarian army to victory over a much larger Ottoman
army. The battle was a major defeat for the Ottomans, and it helped to
secure the kingdom of Hungary from invasion.

Legacy

Sir John Hawkwood was one of the most successful mercenary leaders of
the 14th century. He was a brilliant military tactician and strategist, and he
was also a ruthless and brutal leader. Hawkwood's legacy is still
remembered today, and he is considered one of the greatest military
leaders of the Middle Ages.

Hawkwood's military career was marked by both success and controversy.
He was a brilliant tactician and strategist, but he was also known for his
ruthlessness and brutality. Hawkwood's legacy is still debated today, but



there is no doubt that he was one of the most successful military leaders of
his time.
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My Surly Heart: Poetic Expressions of
Unrequited Love from Southern Messenger
Poets
In the annals of American literature, the Southern Messenger holds a
prominent place as a crucible where some of the most talented poets of
the 19th...
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Comprehensive Review
Bleach Vol. 50, titled "The Six Fullbringers," is the 50th installment in the
acclaimed Bleach manga series by Tite Kubo. Released in 2010, this
volume marks a significant...
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