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The Aeneid, composed by the Roman poet Virgil between 29 and 19 BC, is
an epic masterpiece that stands as a cornerstone of Western literature. It is
the national epic of the Roman people, a grand tapestry woven with myth,
history, and allegory that celebrates the origins and destiny of Rome.

The poem narrates the journey of Aeneas, a Trojan hero who flees the fall
of his beloved city and embarks on a perilous voyage to Italy, guided by
destiny to found the Roman people. Along the way, he encounters
countless challenges, from storms and monsters to the wrath of Juno, the
queen of the gods. But through it all, Aeneas perseveres, driven by his
unwavering faith in his mission.

Plot Summary

The Aeneid is divided into 12 books, each recounting a chapter in the epic
tale of Aeneas.

Book 1: Aeneas and his fleet are caught in a storm sent by Juno, who
seeks to thwart his journey to Italy. They seek refuge on the shores of
Carthage, where Aeneas falls in love with Queen Dido.

Book 2: Aeneas recounts the fall of Troy to Dido, describing the
horrors of war and the loss of his family.

Book 3: Aeneas, urged by the gods to leave Carthage, abandons
Dido, who dies of a broken heart.

Book 4: Aeneas and his fleet encounter the monster Scylla and the
whirlpool Charybdis, narrowly escaping death.



Book 5: Aeneas arrives in Sicily, where he participates in funeral
games in honor of his father.

Book 6: Aeneas descends into the underworld, where he encounters
the spirits of his father and Dido.

Book 7: Aeneas arrives in Italy, where he is met with hostility by the
native people.

Book 8: Aeneas leads his Trojans in battle against the Rutulians, a
local tribe who oppose their settlement.

Book 9: Aeneas fights the Rutulian prince Turnus, who is supported by
Juno.

Book 10: Aeneas kills Turnus in single combat, securing the victory of
the Trojans and the foundation of Rome.

Book 11: Aeneas marries Lavinia, the daughter of King Latinus, uniting
the Trojans and the native people.

Book 12: Aeneas defeats the last remnants of the Rutulian resistance,
establishing peace and prosperity in the newly founded city of
Lavinium.

Characters

Aeneas: The protagonist of the poem, a Trojan hero who is destined to
found
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