
The Reluctant Familiar's Guide to Christmas
Tree Defense: Strategies for Cats Who Dislike
Decorations

The Reluctant Familiar's Guide to Christmas Tree
Defense by Bethany Hoeflich

4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 4166 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 19 pages

The holiday season is a time for joy, laughter, and festive decorations. But
for cat owners, it can also be a time of worry and anxiety as they try to
protect their beloved Christmas tree from their curious and often destructive
feline companions.

If your cat is one of those who view Christmas trees as an irresistible
playground, don't despair. With a little planning and preparation, you can
keep your tree intact and your cat happy and safe this holiday season.

Understanding Your Cat's Behavior

To effectively deter your cat from attacking your Christmas tree, it's
important to understand why they do it in the first place. Cats are natural
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predators, and anything that moves or resembles prey can trigger their
hunting instincts.

Christmas trees, with their twinkling lights, shimmering ornaments, and
dangling tinsel, are like catnip to many felines. The temptation to pounce,
climb, and bat at these irresistible objects can be overwhelming.

Other factors that can contribute to cat's destructive behavior include:

Boredom: Cats need mental and physical stimulation, and if they're
not getting enough attention or playtime, they may turn to the
Christmas tree for entertainment.

Anxiety: Changes in routine and the presence of unfamiliar objects
can make cats anxious, leading them to act out in destructive ways.

Medical issues: In some cases, destructive behavior can be a sign of
an underlying medical condition, such as hyperthyroidism or dental
pain.

Cat-Proofing Your Christmas Tree

Now that you know what motivates your cat's behavior, it's time to take
steps to cat-proof your Christmas tree.

1. Choose a Sturdy Tree

The first step is to choose a sturdy tree that can withstand your cat's antics.
Avoid tall, skinny trees that are likely to topple over easily.

2. Secure the Tree



Once you have your tree, secure it firmly to the wall or ceiling using a tree
stand or straps. This will prevent it from falling over if your cat jumps or
climbs on it.

3. Use Ornaments Carefully

Choose ornaments that are shatterproof and non-toxic. Avoid edible
ornaments, as they could tempt your cat to chew on them and become
sick.

4. Hide the Cords

Festoon your tree with lights and tinsel, but be sure to hide the cords out of
your cat's reach. Cats love to chew on cords, which can be dangerous if
they're plugged in.

5. Create a Cat-Friendly Zone

Provide your cat with a safe and comfortable place to hang out away from
the Christmas tree. Set up a scratching post, a cozy bed, or a cat tree
where they can retreat if they feel overwhelmed.

Deterrents and Training

In addition to cat-proofing your tree, you can use deterrents and training to
discourage your cat from approaching it.

1. Citrus Spray

Cats hate the smell of citrus, so you can spray a diluted solution of lemon
or orange juice around the base of the tree. Be sure to avoid getting any on
the tree itself, as it could damage the needles.



2. Motion-Activated Deterrents

Motion-activated deterrents, such as air horns or water sprays, can startle
your cat and deter them from coming near the tree.

3. Training with Positive Reinforcement

Reward your cat with treats or praise whenever they stay away from the
tree. This will help them associate the tree with positive experiences and
discourage them from approaching it.

Protecting your Christmas tree from your cat can be a challenge, but with a
little planning and patience, it's possible to keep both your tree and your
feline friend happy and safe this holiday season.

Remember, understanding your cat's behavior, cat-proofing your tree, and
using effective deterrents and training can help you create a harmonious
holiday environment for everyone.
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